
REVI EW OF UIA INFORMATIO N COLLECTION, PUBLICATION & IMPLICATIONS 

A. ORGANIZATION S 

1. Informati on on internatio na l organizations is of cours e 
channelle d into the Yea rbook of Interna tional Or ga niz ations. 
Since 1977 the criteria for the inclusion of organizations 
has been change d. Thi s has resulted in the incorporation of 
ma ny more organ izations (currently B,3 50), although most of 
these a r e "b orderline " organizat ions in Sec tion 8 and do not 
affect the types of organizatio n in Sec tion A. Ho weve r the 
number of or ganiza tions is now such tha t it i s difficu lt to 
do justice to man y of them i n the time availab le betwee n edi­
tions . Trac ing ne w or ganiza tio n remains a pr oblem. Th e ri se 
in ma iling costs t ends to re duce the number of international 
periodicals wh ich th e UIA receives fre e of char ge, thus in­
creasing th e difficulty and dela y in tra cing certa in ki nds of 
organiza tio n . A number of direc tories continu~ to be produ­
ced in partial compe tition with the Yearbooks. Thes e need to 
be checked systematically to supplemen t UI A information. 

2. From the 1978 edition of t he Yearbook , the number of indexes 
has been i ncreased from 7 to 11 with the addition of indexes 
by - f oundation date 

- r egional focus 
- executive officer names 
- i nstitutes/ foundations co untry l ocation. 

The number of organizations has made the c onventional method 
of preparing in dexes impracticable in the time availa ble. 
A new c ompute r programme now extracts a ll indexes automa ti­
cally (at the s ame time extracting and codin g addresses fo r 
mailing purpos es). 
Specia l computer programmes are also us ed to assist in the 
prep aration of the Fr ench ed ition by automatica lly correcting 
titles , addresses and membership countries on the basis of 
the En glish version . This i ncidentally re sults in a detaile d 
analysis of international organization members hip by coun try. 
It i s now possib le t o produce "mini-directories" by extrac­
ting any combina tion of organ izations ( with indexes) from 
either the English or French vers ion of th e Yearbook. It is 
hoped to accompany such mini-directories with t ables indica­
ting the dis tributio n by country of membership . Th ese in te­
r esting poss ibilities pose a mar keting probl em howe ver. 
Th e processing of i nformati on on nationa l or ganizati ons re­
ma i ns an interes ting pos sibility, but the initial in ve s tmen t 
to ensur e that they can be appropriately used in still a 
ma j or difficulty. 

3. The possibil ity t hat it may become appropriate for the Yea~ ­
book to be maintained as an on-line data base must be borne 
i n mind in th a light of the c urrent rapid development of such 
applications . 
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4. The whole question of th e nature of international/transnatio­
nal organizations, organization networks (see belo ~), and al­
ternative forms of organization continues to be explored in 
UIA studies, whether published by the UIA or in external pu­
blications. 
In this connection contact is maintained with a number of 
scholars of international organizatio n and, to some extent, 
with the International Studies Association and the Associa­
tion of Volunta ry Actio n Schola rso 

B. ADDRESS ES 

1. As noted above, interna tiona l organization addre s ses a r e now 
ex tr ~cte d directly, by compu ter, fro m ea ch new e dit i on of the 
Yearb ook . This a vo ids the earli er updating probl ems a nd de­
la ys and ensur es ri che r selection possib ilities for ma i l ings. 
Negotiations a re in progress ~ith UN/OPI ( New Yark) wh i ch 
wou l d like to pur chase the ma iling tape e ach year. 

2. Addr esses for UIA promotional ma t erial to assis t sale of pu­
blications rema in a problem . New clients are not automa ti­
cally placed on a computer mailing list and man y old clients 
have not yet been handle d in this wa y either. Thi s is bas i­
cally e n investment pro blem which should be linked to an 
i mproved ap proach to invoicing. 

Co MEETINGS 

1o The policy with regard to the International Congress Calend~, 

and its supp lements i n Transnational Ass ocia tions, remains 
unchanged. A num ber of compe ting ca lendar s continue t o be 
produced and th er e is some ques tion of whether UIA coverage 
i s as comple te as it needs to be . This is basical ly a ques ­
tion of criteria and tracing meeting anno uncements in a va ­
riety of sources (including competing calendars )o 

2. On the initia tive of th e Commission of th e European Communi­
ties , a pro j ec t is bei ng investigated to place mee ting data 
fro m a number of sources within th e community countries ( in­
cluding UIA co mp etitors) onto a common data base t o be up­
dated and used by the concerned partie s . A r eport has been 
pr epared by the UIA on this possibility. Thi s links to the 
question of plac ing the Yearbook itself on-line ( see above) 
and to th e use of c om puter conf erenc ing techniq ues (see below). 

D. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL DATA 

1. No further proposal has been co nsidered to continue the Year­
book of International Congress Proceedings. Such da ta is no w 
effectively handle d by a numb er of ne w data bases. 

E. WO RLD PROBLEMS 

1. No f urther work on the Ye arbook of World Problsms and Huma n 
Potent1al is planned at the mo ment. Discussions have however 
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taken place with the Commonwealth Science Council with a view 
to updating portions of it, but this would be dependent upon 
a more effective approach to mapping proble m networks. 

2 . If organization mini-directories (se e a bove) are produce d, 
these cou ld include groups of proble m descriptions as appro­
priate . 

F. NETWO RKS 

1. The nature of organization, problem and concep t net works co n­
tinues to be explore d. Studies have been produced. 

2. Th e UIA assoc i ated itself with a meeting in Montreal in Novem­
be r 1976 on ne twor ks f or wh ich backgr ound do cuments were sup ­
pliedo This mater ial was a lso used i n Paris in March 1977 a t 
a symposium of the I nternationa l Foundation for Social Inno ­
va tion on "complexity". 

3. Work has also been done on this topic for the Globa l Processes 
and Indicators Project of t he UN University, which held its 
most recent meeting in J a nua ry 1978 . 

4 . Efforts are being continue d t o obtain e xternal support f or 
compute r programms to generate maps of networks of diffe re nt 
kinds from UIA Data . 

G. CO PUT ER CONFERENCING 

1. As a resu lt of a visit to various institutions i n the USA a 
s pecial issue of Transnational Associa tions (October 1977) 
has bee n produce d on this topic . 

2 . Th ree separate bu t complementary studies of the us e of this 
technique (at la r ge conferences, for a transnational univer ­
sity, and to exchange meeting-re late d data ) have been produ­
ce d. 

3. Th e above documents will a ppear a s a specia l vol ume in t he 
Congr ess Scienc e series after the y have bee n pri nted in Trans ­
na tional Associations . 

4. Contacts a r e being maintained with a num ber of institut~ s with 
r egar d to t he f uture use of this technique. It c ould we ll be 
consi dered fo r th e UIA World Forum of Transnatio nal Associa­
t ion i n 1980 . 


