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UIA - Quick Overview

• Develop and manage large databases

• Non-profit research on international organization

• Largely self-financed -- cost-recovery

• Sale of information services

• Concerned with meaningful use of information

• Operates from Brussels since 1910
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Prime Data Sets

International Profiles (Hyper)Links
Organizations 40,000 137,000
Problems 30,000 150,000
Strategies 38,000 110,000
Meetings 150,000 90,000
Human values 2,200 14,500
Doc. Refs. 50,000
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Information Product  Mix

• Reference books
• CD-ROM
• Web

– Pre-prepared (Static)
– Created on-the-fly (Dynamic)
– Participative (User data editing)

• Multi-media integration (VRML, Java)
• Hybrids
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Specific Products (Projects)
• Yearbook of International Organizations

– vol 1: Profiles
– vol 2: By country
– vol 3: By subject
– vol 4: Bibliographical

• Encyclopedia
– vol 1: World Problems 
– vol 2: Human Potential
– vol 3: Strategies

• International Congress Calendar
• Who’s Who in International Organizations
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Work and Partnering Strategy

• In-house editorial & computer expertise
• Hyperlinking to external resources
• Hyperlinking into partner databases
• Participative involvement of external users

– integrated on-line comments
– integrated on-line editing

• Selective user rates (incl. subsidized and free)
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Existing Partnerships

• International nonprofit organizations

• Associate members (meetings industry)

• Intergovernmental organizations

• Universities

• Policy units
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Collaboration Examples

• Information Context for Biodiversity Conservation
(DGXIII Info2000 - Jan. 1998-Dec. 1999)
– World Conservation Monitoring Center databases

• Interactive Environment and Health (IHEAL)
(DGXI Jan. 1999-Jun. 1999)
– UN Environment and Development UK Committee
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Info2000 Example 
Hyperlinked Context

• Organizations (international, European, etc)
• Bibliographic references and external websites
• Taxonomic tree structures of species
• Current environmental threats
• Conservation strategies, treaties
• Species action plans
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Hyperlinked datasets

Problems

Strategies Organizations

Bibliography

Animals

Plants

Marine
habitats

Forest
habitats

Protected
areas
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UIA Expertise

• Data base development and management

• Multilingual search facilities

• Generation of products (books, CDs, web)

• Interactive user access (and editing)

• Integrated visualization for navigation

• Integration with distant partners



12

EU Fifth Framework Relevance

“We are moving from research based on 
performance for its own sake to research which 
focuses on the social and economic problems that 
face society today”

EU Commissioner for Research, Innovation, Training 
and Youth, March 1999
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UIA Partnership Needs
• Global hyperlink analysis 

– loops, great-circle pathways (algorithms)
– artificial intelligence ? 
– search refinement strategies
– use of intelligent agents

• Meaningful interfaces into complexity
– visual editing aids and learning tools

• Flexible e-commerce 
• Flexible user involvement logistics
• Linux and Z39.50 server flavours
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UIA Integrative Focus

• Problems (world, regional, social, etc)
• Strategies and initiatives in response
• Responsible international organizations
• Values guiding initiatives
• Human development objectives and modes
• Bibliographical and web resources
• Comprehensibility for governance
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Recognizing feedback loops
• Criminal offences against the 

environment  >>>
• Violence by fanatical 

environmentalists >>>
• Failure of green politics >>>
• Simplistic images of 

environmental protection >>>
• Failure to take account of 

externalities of systems >>>
• Undervaluation of nature in 

planning and decision-
making >>>
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VRML Example 1: World problem loop interlocks
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VRML Example 5a: Organizations - sphere (EU system)
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VRML Example 2: Organizations - network
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VRML Example 4: World problem loop interlocks
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VRML Example 6: Organizations - solar (World Bank 
system)
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UIA Software Developments
• CD-ROM access

– Folio 3.1x to Folio 4.1x ?
– Web enablement
– Shadow files (across editions ?)

• Web access
– Static and/or Dynamic
– CD-ROM integration
– Integration with external databases

• Multi-media
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Hyperlinks within an infobase

Clicking  on a hyperlink takes you
to the corresponding record
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Going to an organization website
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E-mailing an organization

• Click on an email address
to send a message
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Modifying the data on CD-ROM

• Use of a ‘shadow file’
• Bookmarks
• Notes
• Highlighting text
• Create your own groups of organizations / 

tagging
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UIA Web Initiatives
• Static-page website (now 11,000 pages)

– built up since January 1996

– in-house web-server since October 1997

• Dynamic-page website (all data bases)
– test development since July 1998

– operational testing from October 1998

– integrating static & dynamic June 1999
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Direct access to 
website
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On-line User Comments

• E-mail to editors on specific entry
• Comment on-line on specific entry
• Reload entry with all user comments
• Submit new entry
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