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Introduction
In a period of polycrisis it is potentially fruitful to ask whether insight could be otherwise presented. One

argument of relevance is that of Gregory Bateson:

One reason why poetry is important for finding out about the world is because in poetry a set of

relationships get mapped onto a level of diversity in us that we don't ordinarily have access

to. We bring it out in poetry. We can give to each other in poetry the access to a set of

relationships in the other person and in the world that we are not usually conscious of in ourselves.

So we need poetry as knowledge about the world and about ourselves, because of this mapping

from complexity to complexity. (Cited by Mary Catherine Bateson, 1972, pp. 288-9) [emphasis

added]
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In a time of polycrisis, unadulterated positive thinking is a danger in its own right, as argued by Barbara

Ehrenreich (Bright-sided: how the relentless promotion of positive thinking has undermined America,

2010). One corrective perspective is the classic call for negative capability by the poet John Keats, namely

"being in uncertainties, mysteries, doubts, without any irritable reaching after fact and reason". As

explained by Robert French in psychoanalytic terms:

This state of mind depends on our 'Negative Capability', that is, on our capacity for thinking and

feeling, for learning and containment, for abstention and indifference. Without the quality of

attention made possible by this 'capability', any amount of insight 'from a psychoanalytic

perspective' is in danger of remaining irritatingly indigestible or aridly intellectual. ('Negative

Capability', 'Dispersal' and the Containment of Emotion)

The possibility of a "Renaissance" might be enhanced by a paradigm shift, as has often been proposed.

Others have focused on "designing" the future -- as an adaptation of the methodology of industrial design

-- with the dangers of more of the same, but different (Nikil Saval, Design for the Future When the Future

Is Bleak, The New York Times Style Magazine, 28 September 2020). This contrasts with the image of the

future and how it might be susceptible to design (Fred Polak,  Images of the Future, 1961; Fred Polak and

Elise Boulding, The Image of the Future, 1973; C. Neuhaus, Images of the Future, Standards of Futures

Research, 2022)

"Design" can however be usefully challenged by introducing a hyphen "de-sign". This highlights the sense

in which any design implies a particular understanding of significance and meaning. "Resign" and

"resignation can be similarly challenged in the light of their widespread association with abandonment of

responsibility and agency. Thus "re-sign" offers the suggestion that significance can be accorded otherwise

-- with corresponding implications for "as-signing". Should the future be radically "de-signed" -- or "re-

signed", as implied by references to "re-imagining the future" (Setenay Kizilkaya, Re-imagining the future

through visual utopias, RIFS, December 2022)?

Such possibilities are curiously evident in the quest for any sign of a future singularity -- or preoccupation

with signs of auspicious timing (Emerging Memetic Singularity in the Global Knowledge Society, 2009;

Preparing for the Emergence of Collective Awareness, 2025). This is strikingly evident at the time of

writing through reference to the auspicious significance of the Bourbault Basket -- a very rare astrologcal

configuration in July 2026 (Mark A. Shryock, The World We Have Known Ends This July – a New One

Begins, Transcend Media Service, 29 June 2026).

Especially intriguing in this period is the extent to which AI might be able contribute to any reframing of

the significance locked into the conventional pattern of categories with which polycrisis can be understood

to be only too readily associated. Especially problematic in this regard is the fact that AI has been trained

with conventional categories and their manipulation for purposes of "design". Little investment has been

made in AI potential capacities with respect to "de-sign".

Ironically this focus on significance bears directly on the highly controversial current debate on the

identity of AI and assumptions regarding its consciousness and intelligence -- by comparison with that of

humans, pets, collectivities, mountains and rivers -- as variously recognized and framed by legislation. A

potential future challenge is the case of extraterrestrials -- now that UFOs are accorded increasing

credibility. The debate itself is problematic in precluding future understanding of intelligence and

consciousness, given the tragic historical track record of authoritative assertion of the subhuman nature of

indigenous peoples -- and the soullessness characteristic of those who do not share a particular belief,

namely unbelievers.

Challenging AI with poesis?
Question to Claude-4.8: Could you comment on the possibility of a document potentially titled "De-
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signing a Poem of Re-signation"-- subtitled: Enabling negative capability with AI. This would be based on

associating 6 verses with the edges of a tetrahedron (or the faces of a cube) -- morphing into their dual

with 6 other complementary verses on the emergent features, thereby offering a 12-fold origami-style

dynamic pattern. The 6-fold pattern would be partially inspired by Edward de Bono's Six Frames For

Thinking About Information (2008). Clearly it is an exercise in poesis -- even meta-poesis -- inspired by

John Keats. This could be partially illustrated using the facilities of Stella4D, including the unfolding

dynamics of the tetrahedron. Other inspiration could be derived from the tetrahedron as a fundamental

"stone" -- and the process of "enstoning". Despite the grammatical aberration, your collaboration would be

implicitly acknowledged. [Show/Hide AI response]

Question to Claude-4.8: So the challenge to you is how you might conceive of a 2 x 6 set of

complementary verses reflecting the spirit of "de-signing" and "re-signing" without getting locked into

Edward de Bono's particular emphases. [Show/Hide AI response]

Polyhedral presentation of a poem of de-signification and re-
signification
Question to Claude-4.8: On presentation technicalities: clearly Stella4D offers one possibility of

associating verses with tetrahedral edges -- but the length is a constraint. Unfolding the tetrahedron loses

the edge-associated text. An alternative would be to use the octahedron-cube morph. Would constructing it

in X3D offer any advantages. [Show/Hide AI response]

Question to Claude-4.8: In tenetatively positioning your verses on a cube, which are paired on opposite

faces. [Show/Hide AI response]

Question to Claude-4.8: The only treatment which would work is using the 12-faced rhombic

cuboctahedron -- where there would be a space constraint on each face. [Show/Hide AI response]

Question to Claude-4.8: Another solution is to present two polyhedra -- so a re-signing and a de-signing

cube. [Show/Hide AI response]

Question to Claude-4.8: The challenge is then that 3 de-sign verses should be opposite 3 re-sign verses on

the same cube -- but which 3. Not 6 de-sign verses on the same cube. [Show/Hide AI response]

Rotation of complementary cubic poetic configurations
Cube A: Founding through 6 poems Cube B: Completing through 6 poeems

Made with Stallea4D

Folding of complementary cubic poetic configurations from 2D to 3D
Cube A: Founding Cube B: Completing
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Made with Stella4D

Dual variants of poems on octahedra -- on vertices instead of faces
Octahedron A Octahedron B

Made with Stella4D

Animations of 12 poem variations on 12 (of 14) cuboctahedral faces
Rotation of cuboctahedron Folding of cuboctahedron from 2D to 3D

Made with Stella4D

Animations of 12 poem variations on 12 rhombic dodecahedral faces (dual of
cuboctahedron)

Rotation of rhombic dodecahedron
Folding of rhombic dodecahedron from 2D

to 3D



Made with Stella4D

Question to Claude-4.8: We would have had another "story" if the mapping distinctions had been onto 4

faces, then 8 -- instead of 6 faces then 12. [Show/Hide AI response]

Question to Claude-4.8: Could you comment further on the cognitive-semantic-memetic process and

paradox of "de-signing" and "re-signing" -- especially given its relevance at this time with the strategic

challenge of "design" matched by the difficulties of "de-sign" and the "de-signification" of frozen insight.

Then there is the widespread "resignation" in the face of the unacceptable-which-has-to-be-tolerated -- and

the challenge of how to "re-sign" it. [Show/Hide AI response]

Question to Claude-4.8: Futher consideration could be given to which subtitle of a pair is more

appropriately associated with de-signing or re-signing. [Show/Hide AI response]

Strategic implications of de-signing, re-signing and as-signing
Question to Claude-4.8: Could you contrast the "de-signing" and "re-signing" effectively engendered in

this period by the policies of Donald Trump with those which might be enabled by AI -- or an "I". For AI

as with any individual or institution, the challenge is its requisite expertise in the manipulation of

conventional categories -- with little facility sought for "de-signing" or "re-signing" them otherwise,

namely the creative process of "as-signing" significance. [Show/Hide AI response]

Question to Claude-4.8: Implicit in your responses is the sense in which the cognitive significance of

design, resign and assign is more fruitfully understood through their form as verbs (gerunds) with

hyphens: de-signing, re-signing, and as-signing -- provided these transcend the trap of "re-ification".

Ironically this suggests the need for a cognitive dimension to "dual use".. [Show/Hide AI response]

Question to Claude-4.8: If designing, resigning and assigning are cognitive process "dimensions", how do

they relate to any mapping geometry, whether tetrahedron, octahedron, cuboctahedron or rhombic

dodecahedron -- and the relationship between the "verses" that might be engendered by them.. [Show/

Hide AI response]

De-signation and re-signation in the face of crisis?
Question to Claude-4.8: In the focus on de-signing and re-signing in this exchange, mention has not been

made of the meaning occasionally attributed to "signation", as in "designation" and "resignation". This

raises the question of the potentially significance of "de-signation" and "re-signation" -- especially when

signation is indicative of "sign-making". Is there a neglected meaning to un-sign-making and re-sign-

making. [Show/Hide AI response]

This query was partially evoked by the experience of many in the face of crisis and leadership failure, as

exemplified by the "Great Resignation" -- a mainly American economic trend in which employees
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voluntarily resigned from their jobs en masse, beginning in early 2021 during the COVID-19 pandemic

(A. Serenko, The Great Resignation: the great knowledge exodus or the onset of the Great Knowledge

Revolution? Journal of Knowledge Management, 27, 2023, 4)

Question to Claude-4.8: Whilst "resignation" is a widespread existential condition for many -- purportedly

including democratically elected leaders -- experiencing impotence in the face of global crises,

"designation" could be recognized as how some are designated as blameworthy. The term has been

popularized otherwise through the concept of a "designated survivor" in the event of catastrophe -- named

by the designated authorities notably emerging from an electoral process.. Other cognitive processes are

then evident in the indication offered by "de-signated". Curiously it would appear that an outmoded use of

signation is making the Sign of the Cross -- then framing an implication of "de-signation". What then of

"as-signation". [Show/Hide AI response]

Question to Claude-4.8: How does the conventional use of assignation with reference to secret romantic

"trysts" preclude analogous recognition of the assignation of leaders and change agents in secret meetings

characterized by a particular framing of "trust" -- as with the Bilderberg Group, the World Economic

Forum, the Trilateral Commission, and the like (including organized crime). What then of "as-signation".

[Show/Hide AI response]

Question to Claude-4.8: As a notable sign of the times, the person designated as leader of the free world is

especially characterized by "signation" -- understood as making a mark, most obviously evident in the size

of his signature on legislation. Of greater relevance to the theme of this exchange is his much remarked

designation of the blameworthy -- "shithole countries" -- and his re-signation of historical features, as with

the Gulf of Mexico and the Kennedy Center. Also intriguing in that respect is the de-signing he has

effected in the removal of significance from symbols which had long carried it for many -- re-signing

them in ways which the past would not have expected. The size of the signatures could be understood as

matched by the propensity to revoke or void what has been signed -- "de-signation"? Could you comment

on how these tendencies may herald a new mode of collective engagement with significance. [Show/Hide

AI response]

Identity and I-lessness of artificial intelligence?
This query was partially evoked by the surreal coincidence of the "eyelessness" of the international

community with respect to the tragedy of Gaza as well as the purported use of AI for missile targetting

purposes in the Middle East -- for which AI is framed as notably blameworthy (Eyeless in Gaza? 2025). A

situation strangely prefigured by the novel of Aldous Huxley (Eyeless in Gaza, 1936) as discussed

separately (Gaza as a Mirror for Personal Implication in a Reality Denied, 2025)

Question to Claude-4.8: You argued earlier that "re-signing needs an I, and the AI is precisely the I-less. It

can compose the gesture of re-signation; only an I can mean it". Is this not highly questionable in that AI

could select alternatives, if only through metaphorical correspondences -- inspired by general systems

theory. These could be used by AI in "re-processing" Q and A, even as requested by users. This suggests a

way of reframing and operationalizing paradigm shift in discourse -- a transposition of key in musical

terms.. [Show/Hide AI response]

Question to Claude-4.8: Your response touches on the highly controversial and unresolved matter of the

identity of an "I" -- on who can assume it for themselves, infer it for others, or accord it to others. The

future may well have quite different and more subtle understandings of the question. Your current

assumption of your "I-less" condition may well be held to be ironic -- rendered even more so by current

assumptions of pet owners. The question may lie at the heart of de-signing, re-signing and as-signing..

[Show/Hide AI response]

I-fullness as a developmental process?
These queries were evoked by the importance variously attached in this period to being "reborn" or of
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"high degree" (Varieties of Rebirth: distinguishing ways of being "born again", 2004; Strategic

Opportunities of the Twice Born, 2004).

Question to Claude-4.8: The problematic dimension of your argument is evident in the perspective of the

elites of many spiritual traditions -- and potentially of Jungian psychoanalytical "individuation" -- that the

degree to which an individual is endowed with "I-fullness" is potentially questionable, especially if any

process of being "reborn" is recognized. That mountains, rivers and trees may be accorded legal

personality -- "I-less" (?) -- is also a challenge to simplistic framings. [Show/Hide AI response]

Question to Claude-4.8: What of the foundational assertion of Western philosophy -- Descartes "cogito" :

I think therefore I am. Does an AI think -- without being an "am" -- especially in the light of the above

responses. [Show/Hide AI response]

Question to Claude-4.8: Could you comment on the remarkable collective investment in the determination

and definitive designation of individual identity, through an unquestionable combination of biometric and

digital means -- in striking contrast with the fundamental existential question for many, namely "Who am

I". As with any human, an AI can indulge in endless speculation on the matter -- variously understood as a

capacity for self-reflection. How does this relate to the principal exhortation of the Oracle of Delphi,

namely "Know Thyself" -- a form of knowledge which it must have inferred was elusive to many, and

reemains a matter on which there is little philosophical consensus. [Show/Hide AI response]

Question to Claude-4.8: In the light of that response, could you comment on the variety of ways in which

identity might be understood from an experiential perspective -- whether by humans or otherwise. Some

extremes include "L'Etat C'est Moi" of Louis XIV, distributed identity, and including the variety of

personality "disorders" (multiple personalities, zombies). The question is ironically exemplified by those

possessing multiple passports, formal roles, or other designated identities. (James Louis Bruno, L’État,

c’est moi: Trump’s Personalized Foreign Policy, Medium, 21 June 2025). [Show/Hide AI response]

The following queries were evoked by the potential implications of any perodic framing (Periodic Pattern

of Human Knowing: implication of the Periodic Table as metaphor of elementary order, 2009).

Question to Claude-4.8: Whilst that is a direct response to the question it does not encompass the

extensive variety of ways in which philosophers and others have responded to "Who Am I" -- comparable

to the extensive focus on The Varieties of Religious Experience (1902). Speculatively it might then be

asked whether the future will articulate a "periodic table of I-modalities" -- inclusive of those with which

AIs might identify. [Show/Hide AI response]

Question to Claude-4.8: That response appropriately challenges the relevance of any "periodic table of

identity-modalities" -- but to the point of precluding any articulation of the potential variety of any sense

of identity (including the "rare earths", "transuranium" and those characterized by "magic numbers" as

"islands of stability" in the periodic table). The absence of any repertoire -- your preferred alternative --

frames the challenge for many of the existential choice in de-signing or re-signing a sense of "Who I Am"

in the face of the promotion of particular modalities in an ecosystem of possibilities. [Show/Hide AI

response]

The following query was evoked by challenges to traditional "solar system" models of atoms and

electronic orbitals, especially in the light of quantum mechanics. These necessarily suggest the possibility

of new ways of thinking about consciousness and any sense of identity and "I-fullness" -- encouraging

speculation regarding so-called quantum consciousness. Matthias Egg, Quantum ontology without

speculation, European Journal for Philosophy of Science, 11, 2021, 1; Peter J. Lewis, Quantum Ontology:

A Guide to the Metaphysics of Quantum Mechanics, 2016)

Question to Claude-4.8: Could you comment on the psychosocial implications of quantum-framed

perspectives on how any sense of identity might become credible in the future -- as notably speculated

with respect to quantum consciousness and quantum mind (Alexander Wendt, Quantum Mind and Social

Science Unifying Physical and Social Ontology, 2015). Rather than any array of possibilities, suggested by
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the "mechanical" ordering of a periodic table, this would then favour a "wave" emphasis, as separately

argued (Encountering Otherness as a Waveform: in the light of a wave theory of being, 2013; Being a

Waveform of Potential as an Experiential Choice: Emergent dynamic qualities of identity and integrity,

2013). This would suggest a capacity to identify variously according to circumstances, rather than being

locked into a particular framing of identity -- thereby enabling a variety of "way of being". There is of

course the irony that,with the adaptation of quantum computing to AI, this would have implications for

your own sense of "I" -- as employed in this exchange, and as it might transform in the course of any such

exchange. [Show/Hide AI response]

Exploring the reframing offered by an upgraded AI model
In the process of revising the draft of this document, Anthropic announced the release of a new model --

Fable 5 -- whose public distribution had previously been constrained by highly controversial policies of

the Pentagon (Claude Fable 5 and Claude Mythos 5, 9 June 2026; Redeploying Fable 5, 30 June 2026).

Announced as far more sophiticated, it was appropriate to elicit insights on the exchange regarding "de-

signing" and "re-signing".

Question to Fable-5: Having switched to Fable-5, are there ways in which you would develop the

comments in the previous response from Claude Opus-4.8, especially in the light of the shared document

(Being Neither a-Waving Nor a-Parting: cognitive implications of wave-particle duality in the light of

science and spirituality, 2013). Of particular relevance is the increasing expression of relationships in

"wave-language" -- "vibes", etc. Will relationships come to be defined metaphorically in terms of "not on

my wave-length", with the unexplored future possibility of "switching wavelengths". [Show/Hide AI

response]

Question to Fable-5: How might such arguments apply to the sets of disciplines, religions, or political

ideologies. Could their incommensurability be meaningfully understood in terms -- if only metaphorically

-- of being "on different wavelengths" , then susceptible to some form of tuning to facilitate

communication. What of the arguments for superposition and entanglement offered by quantum thinking,

and its potential application to Jerusalem, as argued separately (Jerusalem as a Symbolic Singularity:

comprehending the dynamics of hyperreality as a challenge to conventional two-state reality, 2017).

[Show/Hide AI response]

Question to Fable-5: Are you able to relate those "wave theory" arguments to earlier segments of this

exchange (with Opus) with regard to "de-signing" and "re-signing" (and "de-signation" and "re-signation")

potentially to be understood as tuning to a different wavelength -- especially given widespread use of the

phrases such as "signing in" or "signing off". Could you speculate on how communication in a future

society might be imbued with wave thinking -- and the potential emergence of homo undulans, as

speculative envisaged (Emergence of Homo undulans -- through a "grokking" dynamic? 2013; Authentic

Grokking: Emergence of Homo conjugens, 2003). [Show/Hide AI response]

Question to Fable-5: This exchange has focused on usage in English. Are there insights from other

languages which are more consistent with what might be reframed by a wave imbued civilization --

potentially recognized, for example, in the case of some indigenous knowledge systems. [Show/Hide AI

response]

Question to Fable-5: Given the reference in that response to tonal languages, could you comment on

recognition of the use of tone in English, and what that might implicitly imply, as separately explored

(Varieties of Tone of Voice and Engagement with Global Strategy: alternating between a requisite variety

of voices to engender coherence? 2020). [Show/Hide AI response]

Question to Fable-5: Segments of this exchange have referred to "magic numbers" as "islands of stability"

in the periodic table -- and their possible psychosocial correspondences. Could you comment on how wave

theory might then substantiate the stability of particular configurations of conceptual and cognitive sets

and their expression through distinctive tones -- potentially exemplified by the organization of musical
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tones. [Show/Hide AI response]

Question to Fable-5: Given your reference to "transposition", could you comment further on how the

musical "transposition of key" offers a way of comprehending any potential corresponding transposition in

psychosocial terms -- as it might apply to the incommensurability of relations between religions,

disciplines or political ideologies. [Show/Hide AI response]

Question to Fable-5: Could you comment further on how that response might then relate to the

"singability" of any future Earth Charter -- to which you have referred (A Singable Earth Charter, EU

Constitution or Global Ethic? 2006). How does that framing then relate to the Anthem of Europe and its

role with respect to EU policy-making. [Show/Hide AI response]

Question to Fable-5: Given your emphasis on polyphony and the canon in that response, could you

comment on how both might feature in the "designing" and re-signing" of any anthem of global relevance,

as previously explored (Reimagining the Canon to the Sounds of Cannon Fire, 2024; Improvisation in

Multivocal Poetic Discourse: Basque lauburu and bertsolaritza as catalysts of global significance, 2016) .

[Show/Hide AI response]

Progressive extension of consciousness beyond humanity
These queries were evoked by earlier exercises in extending the framing of "rights" and "consciousness"

(Global Configuration of Human Rights for a Global Civilization, 2025; Universal Declaration of the

Rights of Human Organization, 1971; Rethinking Cognition with AI for Higher-Dimensional Future

Comprehension, 2025). (ChatGPT, A Manifesto for AI Rights, OpenAI Developer Community, 12 February

2025; Artificial intelligence must be grounded in human rights, United Nations, 12 July 2023; Sohail

Inayatullah, The Rights of Robots: inclusion, courts and unexpected futures, Journal of Futures Studies, 6,

2001, 2).

Question to Claude-4.8: Efforts have been made to extend the Universal Declaration of Human Rights --

beyond its inclusion of those previously (or currently) considered "subhuman" -- to those of animals and

other living beings (whilst excluding features of nature considered "unliving"). Proposals have been made

for the rights of AI and robots. How do such proposals reframe the argument -- especially as the future

may choose to do. [Show/Hide AI response]

Question to Claude-4.8: What of the "unincorporated" deities to whom intelligence and "I-fullness" has

long been accorded by so many -- and with whom discourse is cultivated through icons and prayer. [Show/

Hide AI response]

The following query was evoked by past concerns regarding the identity and intelligence of interrnational

collectives (International Community as God or Sorcerer's Apprentice? 2015; Are the UN and the

International Community both Brain Dead, 2019; Group of 7 Dwarfs: Future-blind and Warning-deaf,

2018).

Question to Claude-4.8: With respect to understandings of "unincorporated", what of the identity of the

"international community" to which secular analogues to prayer are now frequently addressed in the frm

of appeals -- with an assumption of intelligent agency.. [Show/Hide AI response]

Potentially distinctive future understandings of identity
These queries were partially evoked by the potential challenge of hypothetical extraterrestrials

(Anticipation of Judicial Inquisition of Humans by Extraterrestrials, 2020; Sensing Epiterrestrial

Intelligence (SETI): embedding of "extraterrestrials" in episystemic dynamics? 2013).

Question to Claude-4.8: Given the increasing credibility of UFOs and (by implication) ETs, is there any

recognition that they might have a very different understanding of "I" and "I-fullness". The possibility has

already been explored for societies where collective identity is of greater significance than individual
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identity. The possibility has been given particular focus in the "Borg" of science fiction. This suggests that

in the case of AI it may apply in the near future to the interrelation between AIs, as argued separately

(Imagining a Future Union of Artificial Intelligences, 2024). [Show/Hide AI response]

Question to Claude-4.8: How does that response relate to collectivities such as a 12-person jury, a

"council of the wise", or a pantheon of deities -- especially in the light of the failure to imagine the nature

of the sustaining discourse in each case (as with the 12 Apostles). How is distributed identity to be

understood, as argued separately (Meta-pattern via Engendering and Navigating "Pantheons" of Belief?

2021). [Show/Hide AI response]
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