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Wisdom Dynamics and Second-Order Wisdom?
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Introduction

In these strange times many are preoccupied with where coherent insight might now be obtained --
especially as a consequence of the dramatic erosion of trust in institutions, authorities, political parties,
and relgions, as well as in experts of every kind. The quest can be framed as the quest for wisdom.
Surrogates are strangely to be found in the current framing of "peace", "heaven" and "sustainability"
(Paradoxes of Durable Peace, Heaven and a Sustainable Lifestyle, 2023).

The difficulty with "peace", for example, is the multiplicity of framings and the manner in which quite
disparate agendas may claim to be in pursuit of "peace" or inspired by the possibity. As with
"sustainability", vigorous complaints are made with regard to failure to achieve what it is held to imply --
exemplified by the case of climate change. Very little effort is made to explore why there is such
disagreement. In the case of climate change, different parties are notably held to be blameworthy. An
earlier exploration of these matters was framed as The Isdom of the Wisdom Society: embodying time as
the heartland of humanity (2003) on the occasion of the UN World Summit on the Information
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Society (Geneva, 2003).

More fundamentally, there is little investigation of the dynamics implied by a peaceful condition or a
sustainable society -- just as there is little insight into the dynamics of "heaven" amongst those held to
inhabit it. This suggests the case for exploring how wisdom might be understood dynamically -- rather
than in static terms. Curiously cybernetics offers some clues in this respect through its early self-reflexive
preoccupation with the "cybernetics of cybernetics" or "second-order cybernetics". This frames the

question as to whether there is a case for exploring "second-order peace" and "second-order sustainability"
(Kevin Kester and Hilary Cremin, Peace Education and Peace Education Research: toward a concept of

poststructural violence and second-order reflexivity, Educational Philosophy and Theory, 49, 2017, 14;
Benjamin E. Goldsmith, The East Asian Peace as a Second-Order Diffusion Effect, International Studies
Review, 16, 2014, 2; Christian Sartorius, Second-order Sustainability.: conditions for sustainable

technology development in a dynamic environment, January 2004).

The focus is occasionally recognized to be of relevance to climate change (Zeyu Ji, et al, The effects of

second-order climate beliefs on environmental communication behavior: the mediating role of

environmental discussion efficacy, Journal of Environmental Psychology, 107, 2025, 102746). In the light

of such arguments, the question is then whether there is a case to be made for "second-order wisdom" as
fundamental to "wisdom dynamics" -- and how this might be understood in contrast to "first-order
wisdom" as a form of "subunderstanding" (Magoroh Maruyama, Peripheral Vision: Polyocular Vision or
Subunderstanding? Organization Studies, 25,2004, 3).

Curiously the matter could be recognized in terms how wisdom was sought in civilizations of the past --
exemplified by the Oracle at Delphi in Ancient Greece, and by the 147 Delphic maxims. As by sets of Zen
koans, little effort is made to order such arrays in patterns of (Contrasting pattern of the traditional

imperial enthusiasm for an array of 147 Delphic maxims? 2024).

To the extent that Al is now taking on a role in society somewhat analogous to that of the oracles of the
past, it is appropriate to "put Al to the question" with regard to how wisdom may now be appropriately
sought and framed.

Producing an articulation of wisdom dynamics?

Question to Claude-4.8: Much is made of the declaration of Martin Luther King: / have a dream. Having

had a dream of the publication of a book of Wisdom Dynamics, enthusiastically purchased, and having
interviewed the author, it is appropriate to ask how such a hypothetical study might indeed be produced at
this time, in what context, and by whom -- and how might it be fruitfully framed.. [Show/Hide Al
response|

Question to Claude-4.8: That response provocatively calls into question the possibility of various

collective authorities and the viability of their framings of wisdom dynamics. Could you comment on the
"learning society" by OECD and UNESCO, given the latter's early initiative (Learning to Be. the world of

education today and tomorrow, 1972). What of The Elders, as an international organization of public

figures. There is also the context offered by bodies such as the Club of Rome or the World Economic
Forum -- and the many think tanks. And what of the major religions and their claims in that respect.
[Show/Hide AI response]

Question to Claude-4.8: More could be said of the challenge evident in the role of the Wisdom Keepers --

especially given the tragic irony of that title and their acknowledgement at the first Earth Summit (Rio de
Janeiro, 1992). [Show/Hide Al response]

Question to Claude-4.8: International agencies have been wont in the past to convene "councils of the

wise" -- or more specifically of "wise men". Potentially relevant to this theme is the unique compilation of
the Wit and Wisdom of the United Nations: proverbs and apothegms on diplomacy (1961) by Victor S. M.
de Guinzbourg -- which has given rise to no sequel, despite potentially comparable initiaitives (Spring
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Nguyen, Inspiring Quotes on United Nations Day. wisdom for global harmony, 10 March 2026). [Show/
Hide AI response]

Question to Claude-4.8: As the primary source of wisdom -- in principle -- especially challenging is the

failure of the religions to reconcile their wise understanding of an interfaith ethic in the face of unceasing
violence inspired by religion. This has been epitomized by the fate of the Global Ethic initially promoted
by the World Parliament of Religions in 1993. [Show/Hide Al response]

Reconciliation of contrasting wisdom perspectives?

Question to Claude-4.8: Despite the collective failures noted in the previous responses, there is an

extensive literature by individuals variously purporting, explicitly or implicitly to constitute wisdom -- if
not what might be implied by "wisdom dynamics". A notably issue with such an array of insights is that
there is little effort -- notably by their authors -- to reconcile their contrasting perspectives and special
claims. [Show/Hide AI response]

Peace, heaven and sustainability as surrogrates of wisdom
dynamics?

Question to Claude-4.8: Could you comment on the curious extent to which an understanding of wisdom

dynamics is subtley assumed to be necessarily characteristic of three complementary frames: "peace",
"heaven" and "sustainability", as discussed separately (Paradoxes of Durable Peace, Heaven and a

Sustainable Lifestyle, 2023). To what extent have these become surrogates for an understanding of wisdom
dynamics -- whilst avoiding exploration of the wisdom sustaining the dynamic viability of each. [Show/
Hide AI response]

Question to Claude-4.8: As a form of meta-knowledge, the reflexive challenges of that response merit

consideration in the light of knowledge cybernetics -- more specifially the formal recognition of a

"cybernetics of cybernetics" -- a "second-order cybernetics". It might then be asked how a "second-order

peace" or a "second-order sustainability" might be understood -- specifically requiring a focus on why
proponents of peace or sustainability are effectively trapped in a "first-order" unreflexive dynamic. The
pattern is notably relevant in the inability to explore the psychosocial dynamics inhibiting a viable
response to climate change -- in preference for economic and technical framings of the matter, and
indulgence in blame-games. [Show/Hide Al response]

Question to Claude-4.8: Whilst "peace"”, "heaven" and "sustainability" can be recognized as surrogates for

an understanding of wisdom dynamics, is the frequent reference to "unity" in political discourse based on
similar challenges as to the nature of the dynamics by which it might be sustained -- given recognition of
requisite diversity as may be variously argued (Higher Dimensional Reframing of Unity and Memorable
Identity, 2024; Comprehension of Unity as a Paradoxical Dynamic, 2019). [Show/Hide Al response]

Future articulation of wisdom dynamics?

Question to Claude-4.8: Rather than immediately following up on your proposal to focus on a single

concrete case, could you speculate in the light of this exchange on the articulation of a book (or other
device) on "Wisdom Dynamics" -- as it might be articulated in the immediate future (or even in the longer-
term future). Could it be more than another addition to a mode of insight communication that is
characteristically ineffectual in response to the challenge. [Show/Hide Al response]

Beyond the constraints of a wisdom library

Question to Claude-4.8: The recent death of Edgar Morin has evoked comparisons with other pioneers to

whose insights it is claimed that inadequate attention has been given, as with Stafford Beer (Dave
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Snowden, Edgar Morin (1921-2026): A Completed Life, The Cynefin: making sense of complexity, 30
May 2026; Stuart Jeffries, Edgar Morin obituary, The Guardian, 10 June 2026). Morin produced a 6-

volume opus on the challenges of complexity and communication (La Méthode, 1977-2004). Following

his adaptation of Le Chatelier's principle to the social sciences, of particular interest is Beer's framing of a

Platform of Change (1975). Whether there are initiatives to establish a "wisdom library", of greater
relevance is the degree to which the relationship between the insights of such literature are meaningfully
interrelated with the aid of Al -- rather than simply cataloguing such works. [Show/Hide AI response|

Question to Claude-4.8: Accepting your precautious reservations, could more relevant insight be derived

by systematic exploration of resistance to "wisdom", however it is articulated and presented presented,
especially in the light of the work of Nicholas Rescher (Ignorance: on the wider implications of deficient

knowledge, 2009; Unknowability, 2009; The Strife of Systems: an essay on the grounds and implications of

recognition of the role of an apophatic perspective, is there a case for an institutional counter-intuitional
focus on engaging with nothing, the unknown, the incomprehensible, and the unsaid (University of
Ignorance, 2013). [Show/Hide AI response]

Embodying wisdom in dialogue dynamics?

Question to Claude-4.8: Your responses have variously implied that some kind of dialogue modality

would be more appropriate to eliciting wisdom. Could you comment on how the dynamics of participants
in such a dialogue -- with or without an apophatic dimension -- constitute an emulation of "wisdom
dynamics". Such a conclusion then evokes the question as to why there is so little evidence of remarkable
dialogues of this kind -- of archetypal integrative symposia by which others might be inspired, in ironic
contrast with tennis and other team championships (41 Commentary on an Envisaged Synthesis Dialogue,
2024; Evaluating Synthesis Initiatives and their Sustaining Dialogues, 2000). [Show/Hide AI response]

Questionable confusion of highly valued stones

The following queries were evoked by previous consideration of various "stones" of symbolic value

(Integrative Implications of the Rosetta Stone, Philosopher's Stone and Diamond, 2025)

Question to Claude-4.8: Wisdom was widely associated with acquisition of the philosopher's stone in

many traditions of the past. To what extent could that "stone" be understood as a secretive metaphor for a
cognitive condition -- effectively the embodiment of a form of Rosetta Stone through which seemingly
disparate concepts could be configured in a dynamic indicated, for example, by the magnum opus of
Western alchemy or the internal alchemy (Neidan) of Eastern traditions. [Show/Hide AI response]

Question to Claude-4.8: Given the fundamental point you are making, who could be most succinctly cited
with respect to both traditions. [Show/Hide Al response]

Question to Claude-4.8: With respect to your reference to The Secret of the Golden Flower, could you

comment further on both the cognitive implications of light (Circulation of the Light: essential metaphor
of global sustainability? 2010) and the study by Keith Critchlow (The Hidden Geometry of Flowers: living
rhythms, form and number, 2011). [Show/Hide Al response]

Question to Claude-4.8: The two stones can indeed be seen as extremes. But could you comment on how

"stone" is now currently used to suggest what might be interpreted as an unconscious or intuitive
aspiration to one or both -- curiously associated with an understanding of wisdom -- but potentially a form

of "subunderstanding" in Maruyama's terms, as separately explored (Transforming and Interweaving the

Ways of Being Stoned: imagination, promise, rocks, memorials, petrification, 2012). [Show/Hide AI

response|

Question to Claude-4.8: [Following a technical discontinuity from the above exchange which had
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transcended the book focus] Given the concluding emphasis that you have given to the experience of
wisdom as an unending transformative cycle, could you comment on an earlier speculative exercise with
respect to these matters (The Isdom of the Wisdom Society. embodying time as the heartland of humanity,
2003). [Show/Hide Al response]
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